
A Message from Miss Dewhurst: Another busy week back in school! All the children have 

really settled in well to their new classes and new routines. I think it was fair to say, it was a bit of a 
shock to the system for all of us, especially with an unexpected and long-overdue heatwave, yet we 
have all been raring to go! The staff and I, have spent a lot of time with the children, revisiting our 
school Mission Statement and values this last week and we have discussed what makes St Joseph's 

happy and safe. As you can imagine, the children could give us a plethora of information about what it means to live 
out our Catholic Mission and in turn what makes our school so special. I  have shown a number of new, prospective 
parents and families around this week and each and everyone of them commented on the same thing: our amazing 
children and how they look out for each other; our nurturing and caring ethos that permeates school and generally 
how evident it is that we live out our values! It definitely made me smile with pride! I hope you all have a lovely 
weekend with your friends and families.  
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Award Winners 
Cl R/1:  
Dojo Champion: Mary 
School Values/Mission: Denis  
“Spotted”:  Marnie-Mae for looking 
after all her friends 
  
Cl 2/3:  
Dojo Champion: Sienna 
School Values/Mission: Esmai 
“Spotted”: Rowan for demonstrating 
super team work  
 
Cl 4/5:  
Dojo Champion: Benny 
School Values/Mission: Charlie 
“Spotted”: Florence for not giving up 
in maths this week when it was 
tricky  
 
Cl 6: 
Dojo Champion: Lois 
School Values/Mission: Halle  
“Spotted”: Albie for taking his role as 
a “Big Friend” fantastically, ensuring 
his Little Friend is settled and happy 
at St Joseph’s  

Sunday Gospel: Peter went up to Jesus and said, 

“Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs 
me? As often as seven times?” Jesus answered, “Not 
seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.” Then Jesus 
told them this story: “There was a king with many serv-
ants. One of them owed the king an enorrmous amount 
of money. The servant could not pay so he begged for 
more time to pay his debt. The king felt so sorry for him 
that he let him go and even cancelled the debt. Now as 
this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow 
servant who owed him a very small amount of money; 
but he would not give him time to pau and instead had 
him thrown in prison. When the news reached the king, 
he sent for the unforgiving servant. ’You wicked servant,’ 
the king said, ’I cancelled all that debt of yours when you 
appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity 
on your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?’ Then 
the king sent the unforgiving servant to prison to be 
punished.” Matthew 18: 21-35  

Filming in school: Weather permitting, we will be 

filming a promotional video in school on Tuesday. If you 
do not complete the consent form on School Spider by 
9am on Monday (September 18th) we will assume you 
are happy for your child to be take part and be filmed. 
This footage will be used on our website and other so-
cial media platforms. 

Happy Birthday  
Emily and Reuben 



Classroom Catch Up:  What a wonderful week we've had in Class R/1! In English, we have been exploring the 

story of Mr Gumpy's Motor Car. Many of the children enjoyed the ending of the text in which all of the animals 
went swimming after working together to push Mr Gumpy's car out of the mud!  Maths wise, Year 1 began their 
place value within 10 topic. They have been sorting, counting and representing numbers within 10. Meanwhile, Re-
ception have been matching, identifying and comparing sets of objects. The children are mastering their new rou-
tines nicely and we are so impressed with how much they are reading at home already. Well done, Class R/1!   
 
Well, we have reached the end of our second week and Year 2 & 3 are now settled into our daily class routine. The 
anxiety and nerves of the first week back are starting to disappear and dare I say we are starting to enjoy ourselves. 
P.E. started this week and we mastered the art of a 'chest pass' and also a 'bounce pass' and we even combined the 
two - very successfully I may add! On Tuesday, we started our first science topic on 'light' and we discussed 'light 
sources' and the importance of light in our lives. Our current whole class target is 'collaboration and teamwork' and 
we have already started to gain table points by working as a team and following the school values and rules.    
 
We have had a very productive week in Class 4/5. We have started our science unit for this half term which is based 

on teeth and the digestive system. 
For our first lesson in the unit, we 
explored different types of teeth and 
their purpose – something the chil-
dren really enjoyed. In maths, Year 4 
have been looking at flexibly parti-
tioning numbers up to 10,000, where-
as Year 5 have been comparing and 
ordering numbers up to one mil-
lion.  In English, we are really enjoying 
our text ‘Street Child’ and getting to 
know our main character (Jim) ahead 
of writing in the role of him in the 
next coming weeks.    
 

So far, in English, our story on Greek Myths has been fascinating! We 
have learnt how the Ancient Greeks believed mankind to be created, 
why there are seasons, and how a chatty goddess was cursed to only 
repeat the last word of someone's sentence - her name was Echo! In 
maths, we have finished our unit on place value, working with, round-
ing, and manipulating numbers above 1,000,000 - it has been tricky, 
but Year 6 have tackled it like pros!  

Forest School: This week in Forest School, Class 6 wrote and signed 

their group rules with handprints. They also built shelters, looked at the 
different tools they will be using during 
coming sessions and enjoyed a hot 
chocolate! 
Please note: Year 6 will not be in Forest 
School on Wednesday (20.09.23), in-
stead they will be having time outdoors 
on Thursday (21.09.23) when they will 
plan a Collective Worship for Class R/1. Both classes will therefore need to 
wear Forest School clothes on that day. They will also be taking part in 
performing arts so should bring suitable footwear for both activities. 



Children’s Liturgy: Children’s Liturgy is back! Now  

Fr Raphael has returned from his holidays you are wel-
come to join us at 9:30am Mass on Sunday. 
This Sunday, 24th Sunday of the Year, Jesus talks about 
forgiveness – about how God is always ready to forgive 
us if we say sorry. Peter asks Jesus how many times he 
should forgive someone? Jesus says that Peter should 
forgive someone not just seven times, but seventy 
times seven. Jesus chose seventy time seven because it 
was a really big number – he is saying to Peter that 
there should be no end to our forgiveness, just like 
there is no end to God’s forgiveness. If someone is truly 
sorry and tries to change then we should try to forgive 
them. Can you think of a time when someone has said 
sorry and said that they would not do it again, and you 
found it hard to forgive? Can you think of a time when 
someone has said sorry and tried to change and you did 
forgive them? This week let’s try our best to make a 
change in the way we treat other people, to say sorry 
when we have done something wrong, and to forgive 
and help others make a change in the way they behave. 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has 

been sent out this week: 
Rewards & Reminders 

Stanley Grange 
Wednesday Word: 13.09.23 

Home Time Form 
High School open events 

School Lunches: w/c 18.09.23 
Professional filming 

Girls football league games 

School Attendance:  Here are our weekly attend-

ance figures for this week 
 

Week commencing 11.09.23 

 This Week School Year 

Yr R 100% 100% 

Yr 1 99.2% 98.3% 

Yr 2 99.4% 100% 

Yr 3 98.6% 99.1% 

Yr 4 96.9% 96.3% 

Yr 5 99.7% 99.3% 

Yr 6 99.2% 99.2% 

Total 98.9% 98.7% 

School Places: School admissions are now open 

for children due to start primary or secondary 
school in September 2024 at: https://
www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/ 
Before you apply, research the schools in your 
area: 
Check school websites for up-to-date information 
about open days/evenings 
Read the school's most recent Ofsted reports 
at: www.ofsted.gov.uk. 
 #SchoolAdmissions #LCCSchoolAdmissions 
Please contact your Area Pupil Access Team at 
any time for assistance or 
email  pupilaccess.central@lancashire.gov.uk  Thi
s can be particularly useful if you are new to the 
role of Bursar or School Business Manager, or 
just want to check out some facts. 
Please also note the online system is now live. 
Research shows that the support parents receive 
from school is the single most important factor 
for an on-time application.  
For more information, please refer to the posters 
which can be found later in the newsletter. 

Pope Francis:Faith 

is not spread with worldly 
power but with the wis-
dom of the Cross; not 
with structures but with witness. 
From the eloquent silence of the 
Cross, the Lord is today asking 
you: Do you want to be my wit-
ness?  (Taken from X) 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancashire.gov.uk%2Fchildren-education-families%2Fschools%2Fapply-for-a-school-place%2F&data=05%7C01%7CShamim.Javed%40lancashire.gov.uk%7Cf8e00e19a5284fabe6c308dba22fd1ef%7C9f683e26d8b94609
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancashire.gov.uk%2Fchildren-education-families%2Fschools%2Fapply-for-a-school-place%2F&data=05%7C01%7CShamim.Javed%40lancashire.gov.uk%7Cf8e00e19a5284fabe6c308dba22fd1ef%7C9f683e26d8b94609
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancashire.gov.uk%2Fchildren-education-families%2Fschools%2Fapply-for-a-school-place%2F&data=05%7C01%7CShamim.Javed%40lancashire.gov.uk%7Cf8e00e19a5284fabe6c308dba22fd1ef%7C9f683e26d8b94609
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofsted.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CShamim.Javed%40lancashire.gov.uk%7Cf8e00e19a5284fabe6c308dba22fd1ef%7C9f683e26d8b946099ec4e1a36e4bb4d2%7C0%7C0%7C638282098483548519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:pupilaccess.central@lancashire.gov.uk


Contacting Staff If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher, you can 

either catch them at the end of the school day or make an appointment with 
Mrs Cox in the school office.  
Alternatively, you can email them via: 
Miss Ollerton / Cl R/1: e.ollerton@st-josephs-hoghton.lancs.sch.uk 
Mrs Wells / Cl 2/3: a.wells@st-josephs-hoghton.lancs.sch.uk 
Miss Bottomley / Cl 4/5: m.bottomley@st-josephs-hoghton.lancs.sch.uk 
Mr Astle / Cl 6: j.astle@st-josephs-hoghton.lancs.sch.uk 
 
*Please note, we will no longer be using the class email addresses. 

Uniform reminders: Just a reminder, all pupils 

should come to school every Thursday in their P.E. kit 
unless you are otherwise advised. They can wear P.E. 
kit his for performing arts sessions, as well as sport.  
Can we also remind you that the only jewellery chil-
dren can wear in school is an inexpensive watch. Nail 
polish is not allowed and pupils with pierced ears 
should wear plastic earring retainers at all times. 
*Please remember, we have a rail in the school foyer 
of “new to you” uniform—there are P.E. hoodies, 
sweatshirts and cardigans. Please help yourselves to 
them. 

Stanley Grange: The first group of pupils 

from Class 4/5 visited Stanley Grange on 
Thursday afternoon to start work on our al-
lotment plot. They harvested apples, helped 
to pulp and press them before making (and 
tasting!!) homegrown / homemade apple 
juice! Pupils also picked the tomatoes that 

had grown on our plot and made sure every-
thing was well watered. Next week a differ-

ent group will take over the work. 

Macmillan Fund-raiser: Don’t forget, we will be 

hosting a coffee morning 
Iin school on Friday, 29th 
September. You are wel-
come to join us for a brew 
and a cake between 
9.15am and 10.30am. 
Children will also be able 
to buy a cake later in the 
day for a donation to the 
charity—more details to follow! 

Jam Coding: Miss Sanders, from Jam Coding, 

started her Game Building Club for pupils in Year 3 
to Year 6 yesterday. Sessions will run every Thurs-
day after school until October 19th. There are plac-
es still available for anyone who is interested. If 
you would like to book a place for your child, visit www.jamcoding.co.uk and use the booking tab. You will need to 
enter your postcode in the location field, click search to view the courses and select our school. You can also search 
by postcode.      



 St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School  
Autumn Diary Dates 

 

Mission 

Together we love, learn, follow Jesus 

Vision 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, through an open and generous heart, we learn together as a family in faith, 
following the gospel values of love. 

Values 

Hope    Thankfulness    Collaboration    Compassion    Friendship Resilience    Empathy    Creativity    Justice     Respect 

September 

18th Miss Mault from Brownedge St Mary's in school to see Yr 5 & Yr 6 

19th Professional filming for social media / website 

 Girls’ Football Competition at Withy Grove 

 PTFA AGM at 7.30pm at The Oak 

20th Young play leaders training for Yr 6 

21st Forest School for Cl R/1 & Cl 6 

 Stanley Grange Group 2 

 Performing Arts after school club 

 Jam Coding after school club 

25th “Meet the Teacher” drop in for all classes between 3.30pm and 4.30pm 

27th Class photos 

28th Stanley Grange Group 3 

29th Macmillan Coffee Morning 9am to 11am 

October 

4th LEP Reception class photo 

5th Autumn theme lunch 

6th Cl 6 Collective Worship at 9.15am 

9th Maths workshop for parents in school 

10th Open Day – 9.30am to 11am 

11th Cl R/1 Stay & Play from 2pm to 3pm 

13th Cl 2/3 Collective Worship at 9.15am 

16th Mindfulness Day 

19th Cl 4/5 assembly at 9.15am 

20th  Nasal flu vaccines – more details to follow 

 School closes at 3.20pm for half term 

23rd to 27th Half Term Holiday 

28th School re-opens at 8.50am 

 

 *Please note, these dates may be subject to change with as much notice given as possible  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










