
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  This week 

has been a very exciting one as we have had a very 
special visitor in school, Bishop Tom. Bishop Tom has 
been visiting all of the Catholic schools in the Chorley 
area. As we said to him, he has obviously saved the 

best one until last!  
The children, as always, were amazing! They celebrated and promot-
ed our school and everything we stand for. Bishop Tom talked to staff 
and governors; visited classrooms and took part in Collective Wor-
ships; he also answered some very well thought out questions from 
the children about his vocation. Mini Vinnies sat with him and talked 
about the work they do in school and in the community and the chari-
ties they help raise money for. It was a very special day and a lovely way to share our Catholic faith as a community.   
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Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  
Dojo Champion:  Mary 
School Values/Mission: Marnie for creativity 
“Spotted”:  Eve for putting others first 
 
Cl 2/3:  
Dojo Champion: Elliott 
School Values/Mission: Sebby for creativity 
“Spotted”: George for working hard even 
when sometimes things can be difficult 
 
Cl 4/5:  
Dojo Champion:  Dexter 
 School Values/Mission: Freddie for resilience   
“Spotted”: Niamh for being a fantastic role 
model and helping others understand our 
school values 
 
Cl 6: 
Dojo Champion: Niamh 
School Values/Mission: Niamh for every sin-
gle one!  
“Spotted”: Layla for being a fantastic friend to 
others on the playground 

Sunday Gospel: A man who was sent by God. 

His name was John, John the Baptist. He came as a 
witness—as a witness to Jesus Christ. Priests were 
sent from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 
John replied, “I am not the Christ.” “Are you the 
prophet Elijah then—or the Prophet?” they asked. 
He answered, “No.” “So, who are you?” they asked. 
“What have you to say about yourself?” John re-
plied. “I am the voice of the one who cries in the 
wilderness: ‘Make the Lord’s way straight.’” Finally 
they asked him, “Why are you baptising if you are 
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John 
said, “I baptise with water. But someone is coming 
soon who is more powerful than I am.” This hap-
pened at Bethany, on the far side of the River Jor-
dan, where John was baptising. 
John 1: 6-8 

This week spotted:  
Ruby 

For being kind to everyone at St Joseph’s 

Happy Birthday 

Darcy F 



Classroom Catch Up:  Excitement is mounting in Class R/1 as 

we get closer to Christmas. During our walk of the local area on 
Tuesday, the children enjoyed spreading some Christmas cheer 
by delivering their hand made Christmas cards to members of 
the local community. We also enjoyed carrying out a traffic sur-
vey whilst on the walk which was linked to our geography topic 
'My Local Area'. In Design Technology this week, Year 1 have 
been busy planning and designing a moving Christmas Card, 
while Reception have been busy making Christmas decorations 
for the class tree. It was lovely to see so many of you at this after-
noon's festive stay and craft session. Class R/1 would like to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas!   
We have had such a lovely week in Class 2/3 and the children are 
getting more and more excited as the special day approaches. In 
our Collective Worships this week we have focused on 'Joy' and 

how we can spread hap-
piness and joy at Christ-
mas time. The school had a very special visitor this week when Bishop Tom 
popped in. He chatted with the 
Year 2/3 children about all the 
lovely things they had planned 
over this special season. In our 
English lessons, we finished 
writing our story about a lonely 
Christmas reindeer. It has been 
Design Technology Week, and in 

Year 2/3, we designed, baked and decorated our own gingerbread men.   
WOW! What a fantastic final full week 
of term we have had in Class 4/5. The 
children have finished all of their end of 
term assessments and I couldn't be proud-
er of them and the effort they put into 
showcasing all that they have learnt. In 
English, we have started to write our own 
version of the story 'Tyger' which we have 
been studying this half term. The children 
have blown me away with their use of vo-
cabulary and sentence structures - I cannot 

wait to read the final product. Excitingly, Christmas has slowly been sneak-
ing into our classroom as we have started our Design and Technology unit 
which is based on designing and creating a light-up Christmas card - 

watch this space!  
It is our final full week of the 
first term, and I think Class 6 
are all in need of a well-earned 
break! We have finished our 
geography topic on 'Climate 
Change' and the class have 
produced a fantastic 2-page 
spread to show their under-
standing of fossil fuels, global 
warming effects and 

COP28. We also had a very exciting visit from Bishop Tom - he shared a Collective Worship with the class, before 
agreeing to an hour long Q&A session! The children asked some wonderful, deep and meaningful questions, which 
Bishop Tom answered with genuine honesty and enthusiasm.    



Pope Francis: Jesus 

entered into our human his-
tory in order to tell us that 
the Most High cares for us, 
and to remind us that being 
on God’s side involves caring for 
someone, especially for those who 
are in greatest need. #Advent  
(Taken from X) 

Diary Dates 
Monday, 18th PTFA Santa Dash 
   Christmas lunch 
   Christmas jumper day* 
*donations for the Foxton Centre please. For ideas, of 
what the centre needs, please refer to the notice on the 
next page 
   Tuesday, 19th Class parties (non-
uniform) 
Wednesday, 20th Christmas celebration at 10.45am* 
   School closes at 1.15pm 
*all pupils to wear school uniform please 
 

Stanley Grange:  Instead of painting festive 

windows, this week’s group joined Kevin and his 
band to lead the carol singing at Stanley Grange. 
They also performed “It was on a starry night”! 

School Attendance:  Here are our attendance 

figures for this week 
Week Commencing: 11.12.23 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 94.2% 97.3% 

Yr 1 93.3% 98.4% 

Yr 2 96.7% 96% 

Yr 3 96.4% 96% 

Yr 4 87.1% 95.2% 

Yr 5 97.3% 98.4% 

Yr 6 94.7% 96% 

Total 93.8% 96.7% 

PE and Forest School: When we return in the 

New Year, PE days will remain the same. However, 
Year 4 will be having Forest School on a Wednesday 
morning. Pupils should come to school in the appro-
priate kit on the following days: 
Monday  Cl R/1 Forest School  
Wednesday Cl 6 PE 
  Yr 4 Forest School 
Thursday All classes PE 
Friday  Cl R/1 PE 
  Cl 2/3 PE 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Advent?src=hashtag_click


Children’s Liturgy:  Sunday is the 3rd Sunday of Advent. It is a called Gaudete Sunday where we celebrate all 

about the joy that Jesus will bring. We light the pink candle on the Advent Wreath. 
In the Gospel we hear that John the Baptist came to tell everyone Jesus was coming. Jesus is the light of the world. 
Why do you think Jesus is called the light of the world? - Jesus is the Son of God and he shows us how we should live 
– he is a shining light in the darkness for us to follow. A small candle gives out a lot of light. This is like Jesus – shining 
his light for all to see. But if we share the light we can see so much more! If we share the light of Jesus we can light 
up the whole world. 
How do you think we can share the light of Jesus with others this week?  
We do hope you can join us at 9:30am Mass  - it would be lovely to see you . 
Christmas Masses:  
4th Sunday Advent , December 24th at 9.30am 
Family Christmas Mass, December 24th at 6pm 
Christmas Morning Mass, December 25th at  9:30am 
 

A very Happy Christmas from all Children’s Liturgy Team  

Rock Steady: 
On Wednesday 
morning, three 
bands performed 
in front of the 
whole school. Hav-
ing rehearsed with 
band leader Alex 

over the past term, the children showcased their vocal 
and musical talents.  

Laps to Lapland:  
This morning, Mrs Lat-
ham led the last of our 
laps to Lapland. The 
whole school went out 
to complete the final 10 laps of the 
playground. We made it in time for 
Christmas! 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

recently been sent out: 
Christmas celebration 20.12.23 

Mini Vinnies visit 19.12.23 
Wrap around provision 

PJ Day 15.12.23 
Cl R/1 Festive Stay & Play 

PTFA Santa Dash: 18.12.23 
Stanley Grange: 14.12.23 

Wednesday Word: 13.12.23 
Yr 6: Permission to watch Hunger Games 

Christmas Event reminders 
Cl R/1 Walk: 12.12.23 










