
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  This week, as part of our R.E. curriculum in Year 6 we 

studied the Bible and looked at how it is like a library with many books inside it.  
We looked at the letters from St Paul and also Acts. We then discussed how we could be like St 
Paul and write letters to the younger children in school, teaching them how to be a good Christian 
and follow the teachings of Jesus.  

As always, our children had wonderful ideas such as being kind; putting yourself in others shoes; helping others and 
treating people how you would like to be treated. We then went to Class 2/3 and read our letters to them and dis-
cussed our ideas together. 
We are constantly teaching our children Gospel Values in order to prepare them for a successful and compassionate 
lifelong journey, reminding them that God is always by our side in all we do. 
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Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  
Dojo Champion:  Eve 
School Values/Mission: Jacob -collaboration 
“Spotted”:  Riley for putting 100% effort into 
his writing and showing resilience when it 
was difficult  
 
Cl 2/3:  
Dojo Champion: Sam 
School Values/Mission: Thea—compassion 
“Spotted”:  Emily for using her writing skills in 
her own time to write a fantastic story  
 
Cl 4/5:  
Dojo Champion: Charlie 
 School Values/Mission: Lavinia—kindness & 
justice  
“Spotted”:  Flynn for sharing well thought out 
ideas in class discussions this week   
 
Cl 6: 
Dojo Champion: Halle 
School Values/Mission: George-resilience 
“Spotted”:  Lois for showing fantastic support 
for other children in the class  

This week spotted:  Willow R 
For being a kind friend 

Number Day: Don’t forget, Monday is number day! 

For a donation, pupils can come to school dressed in 
something related to maths, number or calculations. 
Donations will be split between the NSPCC and to buy 
new maths re-
sources for school. 
Activities in class 
will link to number 
and calculation, 
and then we will be 
having a St Jo-
seph’s TTRockstars 
battle! 

Sunday Gospel:  On leaving the synagogue, Jesus 

went with James and John straight to the house of Si-
mon and Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had 
gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her 
straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand 
and helped her up. And the fever left her and she be-
gan to wait on them. That evening, after sunset, they 
brought to him all who were sick. The whole town 
came, crowding round the door, and he cured many 
who were suffering from diseases of one kind or an-
other; he also cast out many evil spirits, but he would 
not allow them to speak because they knew who he 
was. In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and 
left the house and went off to a lonely place and 
prayed there. Mark 1: 29-39 (Wednesday Word) 

PTFA Disco: Tickets for the disco on Thursday 

(February 8th)are now on sale from the school office! 

The disco starts at 6pm until 7.30pm. 



Classroom Catch Up:  In Class R/1 this week, the children have 

enjoyed learning about the celebrations that take place during Chinese 
New Year as part of our exploration of different cultures in RE. They 
enjoyed making a red lantern, decorating it with good luck messages 
and dragon designs to represent the year of the dragon. In English, 
Year 1 have completed their independent write. Inspired by the story 
'There's No Such Thing As Dragons', the children have worked incredi-
bly hard to write a new version- 'There's No Such Thing As Aliens' which 
includes the skill of including a repeating refrain in a story. Maths wise, 
Year 1 have completed their unit of 'Place Value within 20' and are 
moving on to 'Addition and Subtraction within 20'. Reception have 
been busy continuing to explore mass and capacity.   

 
 
 
In Maths this week, Year 2 have started their unit on multi-
plication, looking at equal groups of numbers. Year 3 are 
also on multiplication, but are looking at partitioning a 2-
digit number before multiplying. In English, we have been 
looking at putting words into sentences, and sentences into 
paragraphs, before adding a variety of conjunctions to help 
the writing flow. We had a joint Collective Worship with 
Year 6 this week too, using the Scripture from the book of 
Mark to understand how to spread the Word of God.  
 
 
 

We’ve had a productive week in Class 4/5. In English, we have started 
to plan our newspaper reports which we will be writing next week. The 
focus of our reports will be the sinking of the Titanic as this links with 
what we have been covering in history. In maths, both Year 4 and Year 
5 have been looking at division. Year 5 have been using the short meth-
od, whilst Year 4 have been using equipment to help them share 
amounts into groups. In RE, we have been looking at Jesus’ apostles 
and their mission. We looked at the way in which they were united as 
one despite approaching their mission in different ways. I cannot be-

lieve we are approaching 
the last week of half term 
already – the weeks really do flyby!  
 
 
In Year 6 maths, we have finished our unit on ratio and proportion, by 
looking at reducing and increasing quantities of ingredients. We have 
now started our unit on algebra. Despite the worldwide misconcep-
tion that algebra is impossible, when applied to real-life situations, it 
becomes relatively simple - Year 6 have suggested it is almost easy! In 
English, we have finished our modelled write, which will be used next 
week to write an independent story. In science, pupils completed a 
booklet about the eye! 

Wrap around Provision: Further to the letter sent out yesterday regarding before and after school club provi-

sion, Mrs Wilson has now confirmed that BGL will accept childcare vouchers towards payment for sessions. 



Pope Francis: In this 

#YearOfPrayer, we are invit-
ed to make room for prayer 
that flows from the Holy 
Spirit. He knows how to 

place in our hearts and on our 
lips the right words in order to be 
heard by the Father. 
(Taken from X) 

School Attendance:   
Here are our attendance figures for this week and last week 

 

 w/c 22.01.24 This Week This Year 

Yr R 96.7% 91.7% 96.1% 

Yr 1 98.3% 95% 98.3% 

Yr 2 86.7% 93.3% 94.2% 

Yr 3 87.3% 97.3% 95.9% 

Yr 4 95.9% 80% 94.5% 

Yr 5 98.6% 99.3% 98.4% 

Yr 6 100% 92% 95.9% 

Total 95.4% 92% 96.2% 

Year 6 PE: Due to a number of 

themed days and therefore timeta-
ble changes next week, Class 6 will 
be having P.E. on Wednesday and 
Thursday and not on Tuesday.  

Safer Internet Day: We will be marking this on 

Tuesday in school. Every teacher will focus on a differ-
ent core element of online safety: content, contact, 
conduct and commerce. During the day, pupils will 
move round school taking part in different workshops. 
A link to a themed Online Safety Newsletter will be sent 
via School Spider. 

Access to school: Work on the 

footpaths around school will start 
from Monday. As the paths through 
Forest School will be closed, access 
will only be via the Nursery entrance 
and gate for drop offs and pick ups. 
We will inform you when the usual 
one-way system will re-open. As the 
path will be busy at the start and 
end of the day, could we ask for 
your patience at these times. Would 
you also make sure that adults and 
pupils keep to the path and don’t go 
through the nursery garden as the 
activities are often set up in advance 
of the day ahead. 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is 5th Sunday of Ordinary time.  In the Gospel we hear about how Jesus healed people 

who were sick. People who were ill came to the place where Jesus was. Some of them may have travelled a long 
way. Jesus helped them all, curing them and making them feel better. What do you think this story tells us about 
Jesus?  
Jesus cared for people and wanted to help them. He was able to make people well again because he is God’s son. 
When people saw what he could do, they believed in him. When was the last time that you were sick? How did you 
feel? Who helped you and made you feel better? What did they do to make you feel better? Sometimes when we 
are sick we have to see a doctor or go to the hospital. Not everyone in the world is able to do this and we should try 
to help in every way we can so that everyone can see a doctor when they need to.  We can also 
show people here who are ill that we care about them by looking after them, taking them some 
food or drink, by sending them a card or letter in the post, by phoning them or perhaps by going 
to the shops for them if they can’t get out. What will you do to show someone who is sick that 
you care this week?  We do hope you can join us at 9:30am Mass - it would be lovely to see you. 



Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week. Remember to check School Spider for all communication from school: 
Wednesday Word 

School Meals: week commencing 05.02.24 
First Communion Class: Change of Date 

Athletics Event: New Date 
Reminders for 05.02.24 
Wraparound Provision 

Fitness Friday 
Swimming Lessons 

Forest School:  In Forest School this 

week, Year 4 expressed an interest in us-
ing some hand tools. A fallen tree on the 
playground was a perfect opportunity for 
them to practise using a bow saw to cut 
wood. The children shared many fond 
memories of the tree and sharing stories 
underneath it. They demonstrated great 
enthusiasm for finding new uses for the 
wood cut. It was fantastic to see the children supporting and 
praising each other for their efforts as many of the children 
commented that sawing wood is a lot harder than it looks! 
Well done, Y4! 

Facebook: Don’t forget, we share news and photo-

graphs on our School Facebook page every day. Please 
like, comment and share! 

Half Term: School closes at the usual time, 3.20pm 

next Friday (February 9th) and will re-open on Monday, 
19th February at 8.50am. 








