
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  All of the chil-

dren have really settled in well to their new classes and 
new routines. We have had another busy week and 
there were a few tired faces in assembly this morning! 
The staff and I have spent a lot of time with the chil-
dren, revisiting our school Mission Statement and val-
ues this last week and we have discussed what makes St 
Joseph's happy and safe. As you can imagine, our chil-
dren have been shining examples on what it means to 
live out our Catholic mission and values.  
One of the Year Six children told me that we should 
have a "spotted" award for "all the children for their 
collaboration and teamwork outside". When I went to 
see, I absolutely agreed with her!  
Our amazing children really do look out for each other 
and this never goes unnoticed when visitors come to 
school too. Our nurturing and caring ethos permeates 
school and is something that makes me smile with 
pride.    
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Happy Birthday to:  
Emily & Reuben 

Classroom Round Up: Wow! Week two in Class R/1 has flown by! We 

have been busy mastering our new routines and getting stuck into our new 
topics. In history, we are learning about toys past and present. We talked 
about why we have toys and who plays with them. In RE, we are learning 
about the creation story. Year One children enjoyed creating some creation 
themed artwork while reception got busy creating God's world in the small 
world provision. A highlight of the week was Reception pupils meeting their 
'Big Friend' in Year 6 who will act as their buddy for the school year, helping 
them to settle into school life at St Joseph's.   

It has been another great week in Class 2/3/4! In 
English, we have begun to read our story "Stone 
Girl, Bone Girl" and used it as inspiration to write 
our own similes. During our RE lessons, we have 
explored the Creation story, creating some beautiful pieces of artwork to represent the 
story. Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed their first visit to Stanley Grange, we are sure they will 
love going each week.   

We've had a lovely week in Class 5/6! In maths, we have started to focus on the 
place value units for our year groups and the children have impressed me with 
their knowledge (despite having had 6 weeks off). In science, the children have 
been looking at classification and more specifically taxonomy. They will be putting 
their knowledge to the test next week as they have a go at classifying animals 
themselves using this system. Wednesday mornings are now a firm favourite as 
the children enjoy both their music and Forest School sessions. Finally, Year 6 met 
their Little Friends this week which was lovely to see and a definite milestone in 
their Year 6 journey.   

Pope Francis: In Mary, we 

see the Father’s love mani-
fested in one of the most 
beautiful and perfect ways. 
She reveals the tenderness of a moth-
er, who understands and forgives eve-
rything and who never abandons us. 



Meet the Teacher: On Monday, 23rd September, class 

teachers will be holding a “Meet the Teacher” drop in 
event from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. You are welcome to come 
into school at any time during that hour. 

PE Days: Week Commencing 16.09.24:  
Next week, PE for all pupils will on Thursday and Fri-
day. Coach Andy from South Ribble Sports Partner-
ship will be taking handball sessions on Friday for 
every year group in school. 
Forest School sessions will be held as usual on 
Wednesday for Class R/1, Year 2 & Year 3 and Class 
5/6. 
All pupils should come 
to school in their uni-
form on Monday and 
Tuesday; and pupils in 
Year 4 on Wednesday. 
 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is 24th Sunday of Year B.  In the Gospel we hear about how it is not always easy to 

follow Jesus or to accept what God wants to happen in our lives. Even Peter, one of Jesus’s disciples found it diffi-
cult. 
Jesus then asks the disciples who they think he is. What does Peter say? 
Peter believes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. He has faith in Jesus. But then Jesus starts to tell the disciples 
about what will happen to him. That he will suffer and be killed, and after three days he will rise again. Peter strug-
gles to believe all this - he does not want to believe that his friend, the Son of God, will suffer and die.  
Peter feels afraid that Jesus might leave them. And he wants to protect Jesus from harm because he cares about 
him.  
It is sometimes hard to do what God wants us to do, just like it was for Peter, because we are afraid, and we do not 
want to get hurt, or for those that we love to be hurt. 
Jesus tells us that it will not always be easy to follow him, but that we must have courage, because God will always 
be with us. Can you think of a time when you were afraid and can you think of a time when you have found it diffi-
cult to do what you knew was right and follow Jesus? Why was it so difficult?  
Will you be brave in the coming week? What will you do over the coming week to show that you follow Jesus? 
We would love to see you at 9:30am Mass on Sunday for Children’s Liturgy. 
Children’s Liturgy Team  

School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 99.2% 99.6% 

Yr 1 94.2% 96.8% 

Yr 2 100% 98% 

Yr 3 97.8% 98.8% 

Yr 4 100% 99.5% 

Yr 5 98.2% 97.4% 

Yr 6 99.3% 99.6% 

Total 98.4% 98.5% 

Yr 5 Author Event: Pupils in Year 5 have been invited 

to Westholme School in Blackburn on Monday morning to 

see author Adam Kay. He wrote the Dexter Proctor books 

and Brilliant Brains. A consent form has been sent out to-

day on School Spider. Please can we ask you to complete it 

by 8.30am to enable your child to attend this. 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  
Dojo Champion: Arla-Portia 
School Values/Mission: Valentina—Thankfulness—for 
demonstrating a love for learning by giving each and eve-
ry taks 100% effort 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  
Dojo Champion: Tiffany 
School Values/Mission: Tommy—Respect—for showing 
respect to each person he meets, whoever that it and 
always being engaged in lessons and eager to learn 
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Harley 
School Values/Mission: Eliza—Thankfulness—for showing 

thankfulness for her learning by always wanting to do her 

best, even if it means completing tasks in her own time. 



Asda Cash Pot: Please see details below about  how you can help us raise money for St Joseph’s  

using Asda Rewards! 

This week spotted:  Layla 
For being a kind friend,  

demonstrating our school values 

PTFA: Did you know that our PTFA has a fund-raising 

clothes bank on the school grounds? It is located on 
the main path away from the office and school bene-
fits from the money raised from the recycling. 
The PTFA AGM is taking place at The Oak, Hoghton 
Lane, on Tuesday (September 17th) at 7.15pm. Please 
feel free to go along and find out more about this or-
ganisation and the way it supports school. 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Wednesday Word 

Jam Coding After School Club (Yr  2 to Yr 6) 
High School Open Evenings (Yr 6) 

Yr 4 Stanley Grange 
School Meal Options for week commencing 16/09 

Football Team (Consent) 
Yr 5 Trip to Westholme (Consent) 
Home Time Arrangements Form 



Diary Dates: 
Tuesday, 17th September PTFA AGM 
Thursday, 19th September Football league games at Withy Grove (also 26th and October 3rd) 
Friday, 20th September  Handball sessions for all pupils during the school day 
Monday, 23rd September Class photographs 
     “Meet the Teacher” between 3.30pm and 4.30pm 
Friday, 27th September  Macmillan coffee morning from 9am to 10am 
Tuesday, 1st October  Photo being taken for LEP Reception Class supplement 
Friday, 11th October  Hello Yellow Day—marking World Mental Health Day by wearing something yellow 
Wednesday, 16th October Open Morning from 9.30am to 11am 
Friday, 18th October  School closes at 3.15pm for half term 
Monday, 28th October   Inset Day 
Tuesday, 29th October  School re-opens 

Sunday Gospel: Jesus and his disciples left for the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way Jesus put this 

question to his disciples, “Who do people say I am?” And they told him. “John the Baptist,” they said; “others Elijah; 
others again, one of the prophets.” “But you,” he asked, “who do you say I am?” Peter spoke up and said to him, 
“You are the Christ.” And he gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him. And he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and to be put to death, and after three days to rise again. Mark 8: 27-35 (Wednesday Word) 

School Places: School admissions are now open for children due to start primary or secondary school in 

September 2025.  
To apply, visit lancashire.gov.uk/schools or use the QR code which can be found later in this newsletter. 
The closing date for primary places is January 15th and for high school places, October 31st. 
We will be holding two Open Mornings on Wednesday, 16th October and Wednesday, 30th October be-
tween 9.30am and 11.30am to give parents and carers an opportunity to visit school and meet pupils and 
staff!  














