
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  Our first week 

back in school, as always, has been a busy one! Novem-
ber is the month of Remembrance and marks the end of 
the Liturgical year. As we start this new month, we talk 
to the children about the importance of saying our pray-
ers and learning from the examples the saints set for us. 
It also gives us another opportunity to pray for all of the 
those people who are no longer with us who we miss 
and remember fondly.   
This week we celebrated the Feast of All Saints. Thank 
you to Fr. Raphael and all of our families for coming and 
sharing Mass with us in school. All Saints' Day is part of 
the three day triduum dedicated to remembering those 
people who have died. This starts on All Hallows' Eve 
(Halloween), the evening before All Hallows' Day, 
known as All Saints' Day. This Feast Day remembers all 
of the saints and martyrs that don't have their own feast 
day and are now with God in heaven. Tomorrow we 
celebrate All Souls' Day, remembering all of our loved 
ones and all who have died.   
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Happy Birthday to:  
Nancy-Rei & Layla 

Classroom Round Up: We've had a wonderful first week back in Class R/1 this week. The children have settled 

straight back into their routines which is great to see. In Phonics this week, Reception have been mastering the h 
and b sounds, while Year One have worked hard to grasp the ea and ee sounds. It's lovely to see how proud the 
children are of themselves when practicing their phonics flashcards. In English this week, we have begun to explore 
The Gruffalo. We have identified rhyming words in the text and adjectives to describe the Gruffalo's appearance. It 
was a practical science lesson this week as the children had fun identifying push and pull forces in the classroom. 
Participating in a range of Halloween themed fine motor and art activities was a highlight of the week for many chil-
dren. 'Pick a Pumpkin' was Class R/1's favourite story this week.  
It has been a great first week back in Cl 2/3/4! In English, we have enjoyed learning the features of instructions and 
writing our own versions of 'How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth'. In RE, we have begun our new topic, Prophecy and 
Promise, exploring the role of the Church and the importance of Mass and Sunday for Christians. We also enjoyed 
celebrating All Saints Mass on Friday with the rest of the school.  
We've had a very productive start to Autumn Two in Class 5/6! In French, the children have been focusing on the 
theme of 'school' where they have learnt to share opinions based on school subjects, as well as stating the date and 
time that the lesson is taught - they have done incredibly well with this. On Tuesday, we had a final history lesson 
for our unit where we enjoyed a whole-class game of Kahoot to consolidate our learning. The children have loved 
learning about the Ancient Greeks and have even produced their own travel guide to transport you back in time. 
Maths wise, Year 5 have been focusing on multiples and factors, whilst Year 6 have been exploring the order of op-
erations (BODMAS). All in all, a great week!  

Pope Francis: Let us ask 

the Holy Spirit to rekindle 
the fire of love in our 
hearts and to move us to joyfully bear 
witness to His presence in our lives. 

Parents’ Evening: Many thanks to those of you who have already booked an appointment to see your child’s 

class teacher on Monday, 11th November. The form will remain open until the end of the day next Thursday. If you 
are not able to make this date, please contact school and we will make an appointment for you on a different day. 



Prayer & Liturgy dates: Parents and family mem-

bers are welcome to join a class prayer and liturgy on 
the following dates at 9am: 
Cl 5/6—Friday, 15th November 
Cl 2/3/4—Friday, 29th November  

School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 100% 97.7% 

Yr 1 97.9% 98.1% 

Yr 2 93.2% 95.8% 

Yr 3 100% 97.5% 

Yr 4 97.7% 98% 

Yr 5 96.3% 96.4% 

Yr 6 95% 97.8% 

Total 97% 97.3% 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Nasal flu vaccine consent 

National Child Measurement Programme: Yr R & Yr 6 
Online Safety Newsletter: November 

Reminders for 1/11/24 
Cl 5/6 Forest School 1/11/24 

M&M Productions “Snow White” 
Well-Being Wednesday 

School Meals for week commencing 4/11 
Dodgeball Competition 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Oscar 
School Values/Mission: Marnie—friendship—for al-
ways making sure that the Reception children are 
happy by cheering them up and making them smile  
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Elliott 
School Values/Mission: Denis— collaboration—for 
supporting his friends always. He is a joy to have in 
the classroom and makes everyone feel happy   
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Effie 
School Values/Mission: Charlotte & Isla —
collaboration—for demonstrating this value in maths 
lessons all week 

This week spotted by pupils: Brandon 
For being kind, caring and funny 

Uniform Change: 04.11.24:The photographers 

from Tempest will be in school on Monday afternoon to 
take pictures of individual pupils and their siblings. As a 
result, all pupils should come to school in their uniform, 
not PE kit or Forest School kit 

Book Swap—second chance! Many thanks to 

those of you who supported our fund-raiser today by 
sending in a book. Unfortu-
nately, we had more money 
sent in than books brought in. 
As a result, children who 
bring a book and a £1 will be 
have another chance to sup-
port this School Council initia-
tive next Friday—November 
8th. 

Sunday Gospel: One of the experts in the Law came 

up to Jesus and put this question to him, “Of all the com-
mandments, which is the most important?” “The most 
important on,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength’. The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. There is no command-
ment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the man 
replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and 
there is no other but him. To love him with all your hear, 
with all your understanding and with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important 
than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus 
saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God.” And from then on 
no one dared ask him any more questions.  
Mark 12: 28-34 (Wednesday Word) 



Update from Governing Body:  
I thought parents might appreciate an update from the Governing Board as to the work we undertake in our 

meetings each half term.  In the first half of this term, we have met to agree our Governing Board Vision for 2024 - 
2025 which accompanies this newsletter.  We also considered our very pleasing pupil data for the 2023 - 2024 aca-

demic year and recognised the hard work and effort that last year's pupils put into all that they achieved.  
The Governing Board also agreed our School Improvement Plan for the 2024 - 2025 academic year and our priorities 

for this year.  We also read and agreed a number of policies for this academic year and looked at our  
current budget position.  

We will meet again in November, and I will provide a further update on our work after that point.  
I'm also delighted to welcome Jeanette Hindle to our Governing Board as a Foundation Governor.  Jeanette was a 

Foundation Governor at Brindle St Joseph's until 2012 and brings with her a wealth of financial and accountancy ex-
perience which we will be able to put to good use.  We thank Jeanette for the significant voluntary commitment they 

have made to our school and Governing Board.    
With thanks and best wishes for the parental commitment that you also make on an on-going basis to our school 

community. 
Kate Armstrong, Chair of Governors 

Advance Notice: Here are a few dates for your diary for next half term.  

There will be more details about many of these events sent to you via School Spider after half term. 
Monday, 4th November  Individual and sibling photographs 
Tuesday, 5th November  Free after school dance club for Cl 5/6—more details to follow 
Wednesday, 6th November After school choir for Cl 5/6—more details to follow 
     Free after school multi-sports club for Cl 2/3/4—more details to follow 
Thursday, 7th November  Girls Football league games—also 14th and 21st 
Friday, 8th November   M&M Productions performance of Snow White 
Monday, 11th November  Reception—Vision screening 
     Parent/carer consultation evening 
Friday, 15th November  Cl 5/6 Prayer and Liturgy at 9am 
     Invite to lunch for parents/carers of Cl R/1 & Yr 2 
Monday, 18th November  Bikeability for Cl 5/6 
Tuesday, 19th November  Bikeability for Cl 5/6 
     Nasal flu vaccine 
Wednesday, 20th November Book Fair—more details to follow 
     NCMP for Reception & Yr 6 
Friday, 22nd November  Invite to lunch for parents/cares of Yr 3, Yr 4 & Cl 5/6 
Friday, 29th November  PTFA rainbow non-uniform day—more details to follow 
     Cl 2/3/4 Prayer and Liturgy at 9am 
     PTFA Christmas swap / sale at 8.30am 
Monday, 2nd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 dress rehearsal of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 performance of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Friday, 6th December  PTFA Santa Dash / Christmas light switch-on from 2.15pm—more details to follow 
Friday, 13th December  Christmas jumper day 
     Christmas lunch 
     Cl R/1 Christmas craft stay & play 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas celebration in school led by KS2 
     School closes at 1.15pm 
Monday, 6th January  School re-opens 

Autumn 2: Forest School: Pupils in Year 4 will continue with Forest School sessions on a Wednesday for the 

rest of this half term. Every other year group in school should be in full uniform. 
On a Thursday, Year 3 will continue with their visits to Stanley Grange. They should come in their Forest School kit, 
but make sure they have footwear for both PE and going outside.  



Free after school activities: Starting next week, there will be three new clubs—two for pupils in Cl 5/6 and 

one for Cl 2/3/4. Details will be sent out on School Spider about the dance club, multi-sport activities and choir. If 
you would like your child to be involved, please complete the form. 

Access to school: Thank you for your patience while we have waited for repairs to be 

carried out to the steps at the start of our one-way system around school. All the work has 
now been completed. As a result, this gate will be open from Monday morning. 
 




