
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  Well, we are 

not quite sure how it is the middle of November al-
ready! As Advent and Christmas are evidently getting 
nearer, it has been lovely to hear our younger children 
practising their Nativity songs in the hall.  
As always, school has been a busy place! 
We shared and celebrated a number of activities in 
school to mark Anti-Bullying Week. This year's theme 
was "Choose Respect". This, of course, ties in nicely as, 
'respect' is one of our School Values. Children learned 
about the importance of respect both for themselves 
and each other; in school; at home and online. Our chil-
dren at St Joseph's take pride in the fact they belong to 
a special community and they look out for each other. 
We celebrate the fact they consistently demonstrate 
our school Mission and Values and we talked about a 
world where respect and kindness thrives and how this 
can always start with us.  
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Happy Birthday to:  
Charlie & Eliza 

Classroom Round Up: In Phonics this week, Reception have been 

learning the j, v, x and w sounds while Year One have been mastering the 
oo, oa and tricky with oo sound. In Science, Cl R/1 investigated how cars 
move down different ramps and gutters as part of our forces unit. In ge-
ography, we identified which animals do and don't belong in the ocean. 
The children demonstrated a great understanding of why different ani-
mals were more suited to different habitats. To end the week, Class R/1 
enjoyed rehearsing their Nativity songs in addition to learning their 
'Three Little Pigs' themed dance in PE.  
This week in Cl 2/3/4 has been a busy one! In English, we have started 
our new book, 'Aseop's Fables', every child learnt and performed part of a 
fable with a group and we all had a go at working out the morals of each 
story. We also started to explore inverted commas and everyone loved 
writing their answers on their desks! In science, we created our own 
healthy plates, using the eatwell guidance to ensure they were balanced. We have also started our geography unit, 

'The United Kingdom', locating our school in our continent, country and county.  
Our classroom has resembled a cardboard factory this week 
as the children in Cl 5/6 have been working incredibly hard 
bringing their 2D drawings to life by creating a 3D version of 
them. They have all done an amazing job and the final results 
are fantastic! In maths, Yr 5 have been looking at square, cu-
be and prime numbers; whilst Yr 6 have been focusing on 
adding and subtracting fractions. In English, we have been 
exploring the language used in the Highway Man and explain-

ing its meaning. Finally, on Friday morning, the children led Prayer & Liturgy for 
parents based on the theme of 'Remembrance' - it is always lovely to welcome our families into school.   

Pope Francis: When we 

learn to serve others, every 
gesture of attention and 
care, every expression of tenderness, 
and every act of mercy become a reflec-
tion of God’s love.  



School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 93.1% 97.3% 

Yr 1 95.8% 98.1% 

Yr 2 89.1% 95.5% 

Yr 3 100% 97.9% 

Yr 4 92.7% 97.3% 

Yr 5 94.7% 96.4% 

Yr 6 95.3% 97.8% 

Total 94.3% 97.1% 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Jacob 
School Values/Mission: Roman—resilience—for al-
ways putting in 100% effort into all that he does. He 
is a resilient learner who loves to challenge himself  
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Sam 
School Values/Mission: Violet—resilience—for show-
ing great resilence in maths, working hard to under-
stand and complete column subtractions with ex-
changes, Well done Violet, keep it up!  
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Ava 
School Values/Mission: Emily—creativity—for show-
casing her art skills this week both in her own work 
and when helping others 

School Lunch: It was lovely to see so many parents 

and family members joining our Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 pupils for 
lunch today! 
Next Friday we are 
looking forward to 
welcoming adults 
to enjoy a school 
lunch with the chil-
dren in Year 3, 
Year 4, Year 5 & 
Year 6. Please ar-
rive in time to eat 
at 11.50am.A form 
for parents / 
grownups to 
choose their lunch 
is open until Mon-
day morning for 
you to complete. 

Sunday Gospel: Jesus said to his disciples, “When the 

time for the end of the world is near, many things will 
happen. In those days they will see the Son of Man ap-
proaching in the clouds with great power and glory; then 
he will send the angels to gather his chosen from the 
four winds, from the ends of the world to the ends of 
heaven. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. But as for that day or hour, nobody 
knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; no 
one but the Father.” Mark 13: 24-32 (Wednesday Word) 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is 33rd Sunday Year B. In 

the Gospel we hear about the time when Jesus will come 
again. We do not know when this will be, but we must 
try to be ready. We often prepare for special events. We 
get ready to welcome visitors. We prepare when there is 
going to be a new baby in the family. We prepare for a 
party or a meal. We get ready for the school play. All 
around the world, children get ready to go to school in 
the morning. They get up, get washed and dressed, have 
breakfast and make their way to school ready to learn. 
When they get home, many children help their parents 
get dinner ready, so that the family can have something 
to eat. Do you get ready in any of these ways during your 
day? Which ones? Can you think of any other ways that 
you get ready or prepare for things?   
Jesus says that nobody except God knows when Jesus 
will come again. But as his followers we should still try to 
be ready to greet him when he comes. How do you think 
we can be ready for Jesus? What kind of people should 
we be so that we are ready for Jesus? We can try to be 
ready by doing all that Jesus asks of us. By loving God 
and one another and by helping other people. By living in 
peace with each 
other and by shar-
ing what we have 
so that all people 
have enough.  
What will you do so 
that you can try to 
be ready when Jesus comes again in glory? 
We would love to see you on Sunday at 9.30am Mass -
Children’s Liturgy Room. 
Children’s Liturgy Team 



Flu vaccinations: The nurses will be in school 

on Tuesday to administer the nasal flu vaccination 
only to those pupils whose parents have given 
consent. 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Join us for lunch 22.11.24 

Cl 5/6 Prayer & Liturgy 
Chair of Governor Update 

Drop Off & Pick Up 
Wednesday Word 13.11.24 

Cl 5/6 Clothing for Bikeability 
Bikeability Consent Form 

PE kit 
Cl R/1 Tapestry 

School Meals: Week Commencing 18.11.24  
Reception Phonics Meeting 18.11.24 

Yr 4: School Choir 

Individual & sibling photos:  You should have received 

copies of your child’s individual photo and those taken with 
siblings. The closing date for free delivery back to school 
is Tuesday 19th November 2024.  You can order through 
the Tempest website using your 
unique link or visit www.tempest-
orders.co.uk  
If you need any assistance in order-
ing your photos, feel free to con-
tact Tempest on 01736 751555 
(option 3). 

Advance Notice: Here are a few dates for your diary for next half term.  

There will be more details about many of these events sent to you via School Spider after half term. 
Monday, 18th November  Bikeability for Cl 5/6 
Tuesday, 19th November  Bikeability for Cl 5/6 
     Nasal flu vaccine 
Wednesday, 20th November Book Fair—more details to follow 
     NCMP for Reception & Yr 6 
Friday, 22nd November  Invite to lunch for parents/carers of Yr 3, Yr 4 & Cl 5/6 
Friday, 29th November  PTFA rainbow non-uniform day—more details to follow 
     Cl 2/3/4 Prayer and Liturgy at 9am 
     PTFA Christmas swap / sale at 8.30am 
Monday, 2nd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 dress rehearsal of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 performance of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Friday, 6th December  PTFA Santa Dash / Christmas light switch-on from 2.15pm—more details to follow 
Friday, 13th December  Christmas jumper day 
     Christmas lunch 
     Cl R/1 Christmas craft stay & play 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas celebration in school led by KS2 
     School closes at 1.15pm 
Monday, 6th January  School re-opens 

Book Fair: Our book fair will be delivered to 

school on Wednesday. Pupils will be given an op-
portunity during school to have a look at the titles 
that will be on sale.  
The Book Fair will be open for parents and carers 
as follows: 
3.20pm on Thursday, 21st November 
8.30am on Thursday, 22nd November 
8.30am to 9am on Monday, 25th November 
3pm on Tuesday, 26th November 
A portion of the commission from all the books 
sold goes directly to school funds.  

This week spotted by pupils: Ava 
For being one of the kindest pupils 

 at St Joseph’s 

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/
http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/


Stanley Grange:  
This week the group 

planted trees! Rowan 
enjoyed planting a Ro-

wan! Other species 
planted included silver 
birch and wild cherry. 








