
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  This Sunday 

we celebrate the Gospel: Christ the King. This is a spe-
cial Gospel that reminds us of how important Jesus was 
and the messages he brought. It reminds us how we can 
all be good leaders following the example that Jesus set 
us.  
Jesus didn't wear a crown as his 
kingdom wasn't on earth but in 
heaven. Jesus shows us that you 
do not have to be rich or powerful 
to be important. He shows us that 
what is more important is how 
you treat others. What we do and say is much more 
important than whether we are rich or poor, or where 
we come from. We always talk to the children in school 
about setting a good example for others and our most 
important rule: "Treat other people as you would want 
to be treated."  

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School: Newsletter 22.11.24 

 

 

Classroom Round Up: We've had another busy week in Class R/1. Re-

hearsals for “Baarmy Bethlehem” are well underway. The children are looking 
forward to performing to both the whole school and their families soon. In 
phonics this week, Year One have been focusing on the 'oe' sound, as well as 
learning how to add the suffixes 'er' and 'est' to root words. Reception have 
been learning the y, qu, z and zz sounds. In English, our focus text is 'The Ex-
traordinary Gardener' by Sam Boughton. We have been busy writing a charac-
ter description, making predictions and inferring character thoughts and feel-
ings. Plastic pollution was this week's geography focus. The children learnt 
about the impact that plastic pollution is having on animals and their habitats. 
Making mini snowmen on Tuesday was a real highlight of the week for many 
of the children. We talked about seasonal changes and spotting signs of win-
ter.   

We have had another successful week in Class 2/3/4. In PSHE we have begun looking at 
relationships with family and friends, writing our own recipes for a good friend. In Eng-
lish, we have continued to master speech punctuation and have learnt our focus fable, 
'Lion and Mouse'. In geography, we have continued our studies of the United Kingdom, 
explaining the differences between our county, country and continent. All year groups 
enjoyed their music lesson this week, with Year 2/3 working with ukuleles and Year 4 
working with glockenspiels and drums.  

It has been an interesting week in Class 5/6! On Monday and Tuesday, the children completed their 'bikeability' 
units (despite the freezing conditions). The feedback from all of the staff was amazing and as always, our children 
represent our school in the best possible way by displaying fantastic listening skills, manners and determination 
when completing the tasks set. In prayer and liturgy this week, we have been focusing on 'staying alert' for the re-
turn of the Lord. We discussed how we can stay alert by living out our faith each and every day and then linked this 
to our school values - the children provided some well-thought-out responses. In maths, Year 5 have been focusing 
on multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 whilst Year 6 have continued to focus on fractions.   

Pope Francis: Prayer 

opens our hearts to the 
Lord, and the Holy Spirit 
changes our lives when He enters. We 
should therefore pray, so that our 
hearts are opened to make space for 
the Spirit. 

This week spotted by pupils: Penelope 
For showing true sportsmanship 

on the football pitch! 



School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 93.8% 97% 

Yr 1 92.5% 97.6% 

Yr 2 93.6% 95.3% 

Yr 3 91.1% 97.3% 

Yr 4 97.3% 97.3% 

Yr 5 85.9% 95.4% 

Yr 6 98.7% 97.9% 

Total 93.1% 96.8% 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Nancy-Rei 
School Values/Mission: Aria—Creativity—for putting 
100% effort into our Nativity rehearsals, contributing 
lots of fantastic thoughts and creative ideas to make 
our performance the best it can be 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Denis 
School Values/Mission: Annie-Rose—Empathy—for 
making incredible contributions to our RE lessons, 
creating thoughtful questions about the Annunica-
tion 
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Charlie 
School Values/Mission: Harley—Empathy—for giving 
kind words of encouragement to his peers when 
they were faced with a challenge 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is the feast of Christ the King. In the Gospel Pilate asks Jesus if he is king of the Jews. 

Jesus answers that his kingdom is not of this world. What do you think he means? Jesus’ kingdom isn’t on earth. We 
can’t see it. Jesus doesn’t wear a crown or have lots of riches. He doesn’t live in a palace with lots of servants. Jesus 
was born in a stable and mostly lived a normal life in a carpenter’s family. We cannot see his kingdom and he 
doesn’t behave like a normal king. And yet, Jesus is a very special king, because he is the Son of God. Jesus shows us 
that you do not have to be rich or powerful to be important. He shows us that what is more important is how you 
treat others. What we do and say is much more important than whether we are rich or poor, or where we come 
from. He shows us how to welcome strangers and to be kind to people that others don’t like. He shows us how to 
stand up for what is right and to love one another. This week let us try and be like Jesus and do what is right. How 
will you do that? 
We would love to see you on Sunday at 9:30am Mass - Children’s Liturgy Room. 
Children’s Liturgy Team 

Stanley Grange: Ben kept this 
week’s group busy tidying the 
greenhouse and recycling the to-
mato bags ready to make new 
compost. 
The Year 3s were also fascinated to 
find a block of ice in the water 
trough and see how it popped and 
cracked once it had been sprinkled 
with grit! 
 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Weather Update: 22.11.24 
Join us for lunch 22.11.24 

School Book Fair 
Star Award: Cl 2/3/4 

Wednesday Word 
Sleep Webinar: information for parents 

School Meals: week commencing 25.11.24 
Academic Year dates 2025 2025 

Volleyball Competition 



Advance Notice: Here are a few dates for your diary for next half term.  

There will be more details about many of these events sent to you via School Spider after half term. 
Friday, 29th November  PTFA rainbow non-uniform day—see poster for more details 
     Cl 2/3/4 Prayer and Liturgy at 9am 
     PTFA Christmas swap / sale at 8.30am 
Monday, 2nd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 dress rehearsal of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 performance of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Friday, 6th December  PTFA Santa Dash / Christmas light switch-on from 2.15pm—see poster for details 
Friday, 13th December  Christmas jumper day 
     Christmas lunch 
     Cl R/1 Christmas craft stay & play 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas Mass in school  
     School closes at 1.15pm 
Monday, 6th January  School re-opens 

Sunday Gospel: At Jesus’ trial, Pilate called Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, 

“Do you ask this of our own accord, or have others spoken to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? It is 
your own people and the chief priests who have handed you over to me: what have you done?” Jesus replied, 
“Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my followers would have fought to prevent 
my being handed over. But my kingdom is not of this kind.” “So you are a king then?” said Pilate. “It is you who say 
it,” answered Jesus. “Yes, I am a king.  I was born for this; I came into the world for this: to bear witness to the 
truth; and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.” 
John 18: 33-37 (Wednesday Word) 



Christmas cards: Your child has brought home 

details about how you can order your child’s indi-
vidually designed Christmas card. There is an early 
bird discount available for two weeks! Orders 
should be placed directly with mychildsart 

PTFA Events:  Next Friday is our Rainbow Day. Each 

year group can come dressed in their allocated colour—
or all colours of the rainbow! If possible, pupils should 
bring a raffle prize in their assigned colour too for our 
Christmas raffle! The poster above shows which colour 
each year group has been given! 
Friday is also our Christmas item swap which will take 
place at 8.30am. If you would like to donate any items, 
please drop them at the school office! 
Your child should also be bringing home a sponsor form 
for our annual Santa Dash. This will take place on Friday, 
6th December to coincide with our Christmas light switch 
on. Refreshments will be available in the school hall be-
tween the light switch on and the Santa Dash. Any mon-
ey raised will go towards the PTFA funds which are used 
to buy items to benefit all pupils in school! 

Book Fair: Don’t forget, our Book Fair will be 

open on Monday and Tuesday morning at 8.30am 
and again at 3.20pm on both days too. All pupils 
have had an opportunity to have a look at the titles 
that will be on sale. A portion of the commission 
from all the books sold goes directly to school 
funds.  








