
Headteacher’s Weekly Round Up: 
 
We have had another productive week in school. 
The week did not get off to the best start due 
to the stomach bug that was circulating. Thank 
you to everyone for bearing with us, following 
guidelines and keeping children at home when 
infected. We will continue to follow the advice 
we received from infection control until we are 
sure that the outbreak has passed.  
We are still eager to begin the overhaul in the 
school library so please have a look to see if 
there are any quality books at home that are 
not needed anymore.  
Please take care during the bad weather that is 
forecast.  
Have a lovely weekend!   
Mrs Brownsey 
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Classroom Round Up: This week in Class R/1, 

we have started our new focus text, 'Lost and 
Found' by Oliver Jeffers. The children have enjoyed 
making predictions, exploring new vocabulary and 
asking questions about the characters in the book. 
Phonics wise, Reception have been focusing on 
reading and writing words containing the 'ee' 
sound. Year One have been busy revising previously 
taught sounds and learning Green Froggy's 'ie' 
sound in addition to Yellow I's 'ie' and 'igh' sounds. 
In history, we answered the question, 'What is a 
house and why do we have them?'. The children 
enjoyed sharing features of their homes and identi-
fying which type of house they live in. To end the week, Year One had another 
fun-filled visit to Stanley Grange. while Reception got busy making some winter mud kitchen recipes in the out-
door classroom. All in all, another busy, wonderful week in Class R/1!   
This week the children in Cl 2/3/4 enjoyed beginning to explore our new artist, Henri Matisse, exploring the lines 
and shapes that he has used in his artwork. In English, the children have really enjoyed reading more of Julius Zeb-
ra, exploring subordinate conjunctions and adverbs which appear in the story. Through our history topic, we start-
ed to look at what an Empire was and how far the Roman Empire stretched across Europe and Africa. We finished 
the week by taking part in a fantastic athletics workshop.  
It has been a brilliant week in Class 5/6! In history, we started our new unit based on the Mayans. We looked at a 
range of artefacts to gather information about this ancient civilization - the children really enjoyed this. In maths, 
Year 5 have been focusing on the written method of multiplication, whilst Year 6 have moved onto algebra and 
using function machines. In English, we have started our new book 'Kensuke's Kingdom' and the children wrote a 
letter in the style of Michael as he embarks on his adventure of a lifetime! The children are well and truly hooked 
which is lovely to see. And finally, not forgetting science where the children built a series of circuits and tested how 
adding components affects the brightness of a bulb or sound of a buzzer - a lot of fun was had.   

Pope Francis: May the Lord open 

our ears and hearts so that we may 
listen to His Word and those of our 
brothers and sisters. Through our 
attentiveness and charity, we can 
make our world more 
fraternal and restore to 
it the hope of joy. 



School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 96.2% 96.4% 

Yr 1 99.2% 97.2% 

Yr 2 86.4% 95.1% 

Yr 3 73.3% 93.6% 

Yr 4 70.9% 94.9% 

Yr 5 91.8% 95.6% 

Yr 6 97.3% 97.4% 

Total 89.2% 95.9% 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Evangelina 
School Values/Mission: Miller—Resilience-for show-
ing great determination and resilience during phon-
ics lessons, showing a new confidence towards read-
ing. Well done Miller, keep it up! 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Sam 
School Values/Mission: Fawn—Empathy—for show-
ing great support and always being there to help her 
maths partner and others around her. Thank you 
Fawn!   
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Dexter 
School Values/Mission: James—Respect—for helping 
in the lunch half when there was a spillage, demon-
strating respect for adults and our school environ-
ment. 

Stanley Grange: 
The first job for this 
week’s group was to 
plant trees. They 
had to make sure 
the hole was deep 
enough to cover all 
the roots before 
they stamped on 
the soil and watered 
the new trees. They 
then spent time in the 
greenhouse where 
Ben asked them to 
identify different 
fruits, seeds and 
leaves. 

Forest School: 
This week in Forest 
School, Class 5/6 
talked with their 
School Council 
members about 
what they would 
like to see in St Jo-
seph's Forest 
School. The chil-
dren suggested 
some lovely ideas 
for enhancing the area further. It was great to 
see the children build confidence using tools 
such as the bowsaw, pruning saw, palm drill 
and whittling tools. As always, I was impressed 
with the children's creativity and teamwork 
skills whilst outdoors. On the menu in the For-

est Hotel this 
week was 
seasonal 
soup, cheese 
tasting and a 
range of 
different sea-
sonal drinks! 
Well done to 
Effie who was 
this week's 
Forest School 
Star!  



After School Sport: Multi-sports club loved 

learning and practising some new skills this 
week! The also enjoyed playing games and 
practising their sportsmanship in a game. 

Sunday Gospel: Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread 

throughout the countryside. He went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read, 
and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it is written: 
“The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to the 
poor, to proclaim freedom to prisoners and new sight to the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the Lord’s 
year of favour.” He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes  in the syna-
gogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, “This scripture is being fulfilled today even as you lis-
ten.” Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21 (Wednesday Word) 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Cl 2/3/4 Uniform 24.01.25 
Cl R/1 Uniform 24.01.25 

Yr 6: London Trip 27.02.25 
Wednesday Word: 22.01.25 

PTFA Disco (see poster below for more details) 
School Meals: Week commencing 27.01.25 

Books! 
Stomach bug updates 

SATs & residential meeting:  There is a 

meeting for Year 6 parents on Tuesday (January 28th) 
in school starting at 3.30pm. Miss Bottomley will be 
talking about the KS2 SAT tests, as well as providing 
further information about the Year 6 residential visit.  

This week spotted by pupils:  
Effie 

For being kind to pupils in the whole school 

Diary Dates:  
Tuesday, 28th January  Lego-themed lunch 
    Yr 6 meeting for parents 
Friday, 7th February Cl R/1 Stay & play at 2pm 
Thursday, 13th February PTFA disco 
Friday, 14th February School closes at 3.20pm 
Monday, 17th to Friday, 21st Half Term 
Monday, 24th February School re-opens 
    Start of Yr 6 residential 








